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Barbara
Norris:
72 years
young

Celebration
in white

Pastor Dr. John A. Evans
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

People came from all over the United States to celebrate the life
of Bishop Preston D. H. Leonard for his 58 years of serving the community.
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
community came out to celebrate the birthday of Barbara
Norris Sat., Nov. 7 at Sylvia’s
Soul Food Restaurant in a big
way. Guests packed in to
share her special day and
praise this woman of God.
Born in Tallahassee on
Nov. 9, 1943, to M. T. and
Annie J. Brown, Barbara was
one of five children from this
union.
Always an excellent student, when she graduated
from high school she moved
to St. Pete to attend Gibbs
Junior College in 1961. She
then matriculated to the University of South Florida
where she majored in early
childhood development.
Barbara’s first job out of
college proved to be very fulfilling. Instead of getting experience and moving on to
bigger and better things, she
worked at Happy Workers for
18 years as a preschool and
kindergarten teacher.
While enjoying her time
at Happy Workers, she got
married and had her
See NORRIS, page 4


BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The years have gone by
and through them all
Bishop Preston D. H.
Leonard has been a leader
to the St. Petersburg community and a friend to
everyone he has met.
Focused on Christ,
Bishop Leonard was honored by the Christ Gospel
Church of St. Petersburg,

located at 2512 22nd Ave.
S, for continued service to
the community through
his work with the church.
For two days, all those
who have been touched
by Leonard praised him
first at a banquet at the Ulmerton Rd. Holiday Inn,
then again on Sunday at
his anniversary service at
his home church.
“Bishop Leonard can
take anyone and make
them feel like a million

dollars, make them feel
ever so good,” said Master of Ceremony Elder
Willie Cuyler, Pastor of
Tabernacle of Praise in
Monticello.
One-by-one friends,
family, and parishioners
reflected on the love, joy,
and spiritualness that
Bishop Leonard has
brought to their lives.
With the Bible as his
guide and the Holy Ghost
as his director, the good

bishop has held church
wherever he could. Over
the years he’s praised the
Lord in a trailer, a school
bus, even under an oak
tree, but no matter where
the house of God, Bishop
Leonard’s message was always crystal clear.
“Whatever he said was
the gospel and you better
not go against it,” said Sister Katie Levy, the adult
essay winner based on the
See CELEBRATE, pages 8

Revived, reunited, recommitted
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
After being closed for a
year, the reorganized St.
Petersburg branch of the
NAACP is up and running again and last Sun.,
Nov. 15 the organization’s
elected officials were formally sworn in at Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church.
“We
are
back!”
boomed the Rev. Dr.
Robert Harrison, also the
branch’s first vice president, during his invoca-

tion at the meeting, “and
we are here to do things
that may not have ever
been done before in the
history of the NAACP!
That is our goal; that is
our mission!”
In September 2014,
the national office closed
the branch down because an audit unveiled
violations of policies, including expenditures not
approved by the branch’s
executive committee and
checks that were cashed
See NAACP, page 5

ST. PETERSBURG –
Members of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church gathered last Fri., Nov. 13 to
celebrate 18 years of leadership under Pastor Dr. John
A. Evans.
All dressed in white in
the Upper Room of “The
Ship,” the congregation fellowshipped, listened to
music, watched a fashion
show that rivaled the VogueEsquire Fashion Show that
took place at the Palladium
last Sunday, and of course,
enjoyed delectable delights.
So why is Friendship referred to as The Ship?
Ship is an acronym for
S=Serving and Saving H=
Helping and Healing I=Inspiring and Instructing P=
Praying and Praising, which
are all a part of their mission.
Evans has been at the
helm for 18 years, but he has
been preaching the gospel
for the last 38 years. His
crew couldn’t stop raving
about their captain.
“He has been the best
pastor I have ever had…he’s
so down to earth and he
doesn’t look over anybody.
But I tell you one thing I
found about my pastor, don’t
tell pastor nothing that you
don’t want somebody else to
know ‘cause he can’t hold
water,” said church mother
Susie Fulton to a room full of
laughter.
She ended her speech by
saying that Evans gives the
Word straight from God and

The reorganized NAACP had the official
swearing in of officers last Sunday.



See WHITE, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Doing the right thing
Dear Editor,
Not too many years
ago, bulldozers came and
in a short amount of time
erased off the face of the
earth one of the oldest
African-American neighborhoods known to many
as the Gas Plant area.
The minds behind the
destruction of the neighborhood were a group of
Pinellas County business
folks whose desire was to
lure a Major League Baseball team to St. Petersburg. A plan that had been
in the making since 1976
was a rather simplistic
one—“if you build the stadium, they will come.”
Powerful men such as
City Manager Alan Harvey and St. Petersburg
Times Publisher John B.
Lake began lobbying city
council to bring the stadium downtown, with the
ultimate plan to move the
Negros so that a stadium
could be built. The plan
was also proffered with
promises to the AfricanAmerican community that
the community would be
rebuilt with affordable
housing, light manufacturing, modern industrial
park and 600 new jobs
with combined salaries of
an estimated $5.6 million
by the end of 1980s.
After realizing that the
promises made to the
black community were not
going to materialize at the
level promised, then City
Councilman David Welch
threatened the city with
court battles and serous
repercussions if the they
went forward with their
plans to replace the Gas
Plant area with a new
baseball stadium as opposed to the redevelopment areas promised to
the African American communities.
Mr. Welch’s threats
mattered little.
Six
months later the council
voted unanimously to
lease the 66 acres of the
Gas Plant area to the
sports authority for a mere
$1 per year.
By 1986, 285 buildings
were bulldozed, 522
households were relocated and 30 businesses
died a slow death. Community leaders and organizations such as the
Community Alliance and
religious leaders like Rev.
Henry Lyons representing from the Interdenominational
Ministerial
Alliance supported the
plan as long as what they
identified as a percentage

of the new stadium’s concessions would go to minority owned businesses.
That idea died a slow
death also.
Sometime later, Doug
Jamerson, then Florida’s
Secretary of Labor, announced publicly that St.
Petersburg needed to
make good on a longstanding debt, which was
to make good on its promise to the African-American
community
to
redevelop the Gas Plant
area. He also proclaimed
that these back door deals
served as the basis for the
racial tensions that existed
between the black community and the white establishment.
Fast forward to this
month’s frantic move to
have Tropicana Field
drawn into the Southside
CRA in the event the Rays
move and the land is developed. Councilman Wengay Newton sent out calls
to leaders in the community to appear before council in support of Tropicana
Field being drawn into the
CRA.
The proposal would
have potentially meant the
CRA process would have
had to start over, but the
cost to do the right thing
should never have a price
on it.
One of the most profound statements I have
heard regarding leaders
doing the right thing was
while attending a HOPE
VI Conference. A public
housing executive director
spoke about his failed attempts at his first HOPE
VI redevelopment plans.
He talked about the moral
crossroads he found himself in balancing the millions of federal dollars that
would have been lost versus the number of lives
that would be impacted.
For him, his choice became clear he chose to do
the right the thing, by
scrapping
his
entire
HOPE VI project and
starting anew.
If the City of St. Petersburg is to ever get to a
place where the sun truly
shines on everybody, leaders must begin to exercise
a level of moral courage by
placing the needs of the
people before the needs of
individuals who continue
to come to the well and
drain it dry.
The desire for St. Petersburg’s leaders to do
the right thing by the
African-American community could have proven to
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Parental engagement

be one of the most heroic
acts this city has ever seen
and served as the basis for
rebuilding the foundation
for genuine working relationships between the
black community as opposed to the pseudo slave
mentality
that
many
African-Americans leaders
display, simply to get some
crumbs that fall from
massa’s table.
However, as opposed
to taking the opportunity
to do the right thing by
supporting Councilman
Newton’s proposal, Mayor
Rick Kriseman, City Administrator
Gary
Cromwell, Councilmembers Darden Rice, Charlie
Gerdes, Jim Kennedy and
Amy Foster chose to hold
on to the tradition of their
predecessors by declaring
their commitment to stadium and all of the potential revenue for a baseball
team, not the AfricanAmerican community.
Councilman
Nurse
went a step further by referring to Newton as a
moron and accused him of
grandstanding, yet this is
the very same councilmen
who invested $4,000 of his
personal money to buy influence in the City Council
District 7 race (for the purposed of stacking the
council with pro baseball
people) and the very
same council person who
has purchased houses located in the African-American community and
labeled it as his own personal “economic development” strategy while his
colleagues remain quiet,
turning their heads to
avoid the discussion of a
potential major conflict.
Our children and those
that are to come behind us
deserve to know that the
leaders in this community
stood with Councilman
Newton in demanding that
the Tropicana Field be
drawn into the Southside
CRA.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP
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Dear Editor,
Parental engagement is
difficult to define; however,
many agree that early, intentional and constant
parental engagement is important to the successful
growth of cognitive, emotional and developmental
skills of infants and children.
There have been many
schools and community
programs focused on
parental engagement stemming from the federally
mandated No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB Act) of
2001. The NCLB Act replaced and recertified the
longstanding Elementary
and Secondary Education
Act (ESEA) of 1965 that encouraged the combined efforts of educators, parents
and community to increase
the effectiveness of instruction and learning.
It is my belief that the
success of parental engagement lies in understanding
its definition and meaning.
Each parent, educator
and organization has his or
her own idea and definition
of
what
engagement
means. Today, I will share
my ideas of what engagement means based upon 30
years of parenting, educat-

ing young children and participating in and encouraging parental involvement.
My first and most important observation and belief is that every parent,
regardless of ethnicity,
race, socio-economic or education status, desires what
is best for his or her child.
The vast majority of parents believe that they are
effectively engaged in the
lives of their child(ren).
Some parents believe
they are actively engaged
because they provide food,
clothing and shelter. Meeting basic needs for survival
does not constitute engagement. Many parents feel
they are successfully engaging because they chose
topnotch educational childcare or school programs, or
they’ve enrolled the child in
extracurricular activities
such as tutoring, football
and ballet.
However, parents often
shrug their shoulders
when asked the: who, what
and how questions. Who is
my child best friend and
why? What is your
child(ren)
passionate
about? Do I truly listen to
my child(ren)?
Where there is no open
and intentional dialogue,

there can be no engagement. Oxford Dictionaries
defines the verb engage as
to occupy, attract or involve
someone’s interest or attention of to establish a meaningful
connection
or
contact with (Oxford University Dictionaries n.d.)
Based on this definition, it
is important for parents to
fully participate in whatever
school, program or activity
they chose for their child.
In addition, requires action,
attention, and communication.
For most people, engagement does not come
naturally. It requires action
through intention. Let’s get
started by getting to know
your child. After you get to
know your child(ren) then
you will become balanced
in how you can help them
make long-term life decision.
Linda Garvey

GE/Martin Marietta annual dinner
ST. PETERSBURG –
Recently about 45 former
employees of General Electric/GE/Martin Marietta
held their annual dinner at
a local St. Petersburg
restaurant. All had a wonderful time reminiscing
about the “good ole days”
at GE/Martin Marietta on
Bryan Dairy Road. Employees from Tampa, Clearwater,
Dunedin,
Largo,
Palmetto as well St. Petersburg were in attendance,
some of whom had worked
for the company more than
35 years.
The committee is asking that anyone who wishes
to serve on the committee

Pat Milton-Jones

Greg Seay

and for information regarding upcoming the next
event, to please contact:
Essie Mathis @ (727) 482-

6208, Lois Grayson @ (727)
822-2317 or Gerri StovallMcCallister @ (727)8671899.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hurried pace of Midtown
development raises concerns

Dr. Freddie McRae receives the
2015 A.J. Gorday Award!

BY LORIEN MATTIACCI

ST. PETERSBURG —
Freddie L. McRae, M.D.
was honored recently by
his peers as the recipient of
the 2015 AJ Gorday Award
at Bayfront Health St. Petersburg.
The Gorday Award was
established in 1978 at
Bayfront to recognize the
long and distinguished
service and career of Dr. AJ
“Abe” Gorday. He exemplified a special kind of spirit
of dedication for this community and the hospital.
Each year a member of
the medical staff is chosen
by his peers who personify
the following criteria:
Dedication and service
to Bayfront; its mission, vi-

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Midtown may soon have a
new industrial, retail and
residential development in
the St. Petersburg Commerce Park Plot, but community members worry
about the rushed pace of
the approval process.
The Community Action
Committee (CAC) did not
have adequate time to review a proposal from EMP
Industries before the city
moved it forward, according to Maria Scruggs, president of the St. Petersburg
branch of the NAACP. The
CAC evaluates development proposals, determines their impact on the
community and makes recommendations to the city.
The city council approved the lots for clearance in 2007 as a part of the
Dome Industrial District.
The RFP went out three
months before all bids
were due on August 7,
2015, eight years after the
clearance, according to the
city’s Request for Proposal
form.

Karl Nurse, District 6
city council member, provided a reason for the
rushed pace of the process.
“The city is on its knees
begging for a business to
come in before we lose a
$2.2 million HUD grant to
create jobs.”
Despite the shortened
CAC approval process,
EMP Industries can still
qualify for taxpayer-funded
incentives and special financing packages, according to Nurse and Alan
DeLisle, a city development administrator.
To date, EMP Industries has applied for no taxfunded incentives.
Tom Callahan, representing EMP Industries,
and Mario Farias, president of Farias Consulting
Group, presented their
plan for developing St. Petersburg Commerce Park
to about 20 community
members and local leaders
at the Carter G. Woodson
Museum Mon., Nov. 16.
The plan includes a mix of
retail, residential and manufacturing.
“We tried to keep in
mind the vision of what

22nd Street is, was, and
should be,” Farias said.
They estimate that
their proposed development could create 45 to 75
new jobs. The potential
jobs could pay from $12 to
$17 an hour for low skill
labor. Salaried management positions could pay
between $38,000 and
$60,000 per year.
The RFP requires that
the bid winner hire 50 percent of its workforce from
the surrounding community, according to Callahan,
but neither he nor Farias
knew of any other mandates from the RFP.
Terri Lipsey Scott,
chair of the board for the
Woodson Museum, asked
Callahan and Farias to return at a later date to further discuss the plan and
give more community
members the opportunity
to attend. Callahan and
Farias agreed, but declined
to set a date at this time.
Lorien Mattiacci is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.



sion and values; patients;
and Medical Staff.
Uncompromising devotion to the healthcare needs
of our community
Contributions to the advancement of the Medical
Staff, including leadership
Adherence to the highest ideals and standards of
medical practice with conscientious
service
to
mankind, community, patients and Bayfront Health
St Petersburg
Dr. McRae was surrounded by family and
friends when receiving this
award during the med staff
meeting Thurs., Nov. 5 at
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg.

 
   



PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LARGO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDS AVAILABLE
FOR FY 2016-2017
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
The City of Largo is now accepting proposals from individuals and
organizations for funding through the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development's (HUD) Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program for fiscal year 2016-2017 (October 2016-September 2017).
In addition to projects that address housing and special needs, home buyer
education, and economic development activities, the City of Largo may
also support projects that address community needs before, during and after
natural disasters. To be eligible for funding, proposals must meet one of
the following national objectives for the CDBG program:

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

 




OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US



 




(1) Activities benefiting low and moderate income person(s);
(2) Activities which address the prevention or elimination of slum
and blight; or
(3) Activities designed to meet community development needs
having a particular urgency; and
(4) The project must serve and/or benefit city of Largo residents.
The City of Largo's CDBG entitlement award in FY 2015-2016 was
$433,741. The FY 2016-2017 entitlement is estimated to be the same as
FY 2015-2016, until further notification is received from HUD. Proposals
will be evaluated based upon an individual or organization addressing the
City's CDBG Program Objectives and the adopted Housing Goals which
are identified in the application packet.
Interested parties are requested to call or write the City of Largo
Community Development Department, P.O. Box 296, Largo, FL 337790296, (727) 586-7489 ext. 7314, for an application package. The application
is also available on the City of Largo's website www.largo.com. Proposals
must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 29, 2016.




Notice of awards will be made once the FY 2016-2017 CDBG Annual
Action Plan has been approved by the City Commission (tentatively
scheduled for July 2016, with funding available beginning October 1, 2016.



 
 
 

  
 
   
  
 

 

CITY OF LARGO
Diane Bruner, CMC
City Clerk
(By Misty Borsetto)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating the life of Barbara Norris
From NORRIS, page 1

daughter Bridgett who now
resides in Atlanta. In 1990 she
accepted her next assignment
at Central Christian and
taught there for 16 years, retiring in 2004.
A member of Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, she is not one to
let grass grow under her feet.
Since retirement she continues to mentor children and
volunteers at hospitals and
nursing homes. Barbara is
very active with the National
Council of Negro Women
where she once held office as
the communications secretary. She is also an ardent
member of the Gibbs Junior
College Alumni Association.
Loved one after loved
one couldn’t stop talking
about what a kindhearted

person Barbara is. Her
long-time friend Deloris
Johnson thanked her for
helping her grandchildren
grow up to be productive
members of society.
“I can’t thank her enough
for how good she’s been to all
three of my grandchildren.
She didn’t just help them get
through kindergarten, she
followed them through high
school and college and she’s
still taking care of them,” said
Johnson.
Everyone who knows
Barbara knows that she believes in eating well and exercising. Planning to live past
100 years old, she walks five
miles a day and does 100 deep
knee bends to boot. When
she visits out-of-town relatives, she makes sure they are

Deloris Johnson – I love her just like
my own sister.

Lorraine Brown – As you keep giving,
the Lord will keep giving to you.

Gwen Campbell – Happy birthday
and many, many more.

eating right while she’s there.
“Whenever she comes to
our house she buys food and
cooks versus us cooking for
her. She has lots of advice for
everybody,” said her cousin
from Tallahassee, Sylvia Livingston.
Making sure that everyone is fed is a priority of hers.
Her close friend Carolyn
Macon remarked that every
time she’s in her neighborhood, she stops by with goodies. “She brings water,
bananas, chicken, and says, ‘I
just want to make sure because
you have this lovely family and
you need to feed them.’”
The lady of the hour held
court and friends and relatives from near and far expressed how they can’t wait to
share her 73rd next year.

Emma Cavin – I appreciate the fact
that she’s always been kind and
always been a hard worker and a
good friend.

Jacquelyn Wilson – Thank you for
everything that you’ve done for the
NCNW and we love you.

Thelma Bruce – I wish her God’s
abundant blessings always. She’s a
beautiful, compassionate, very
giving and a caring person. She
deserves a beautiful day.

Betty Hayward – I’ve known Barbara
for a lifetime and she’s such a
wonderful giving person. I want to
emulate her as I grow up.

Tiana Williams – May God continue
to bless you and keep doing what
you’re doing for the community.

Barbara Calloway – I love you, I love
you, I love you.

Joan & James Golden – She’s an
encourager. She’s wonderful. She’s a
lady of the Word and she makes
sure she takes care of our children.

Paulette Goolsby – We are so
grateful for you. We love you.

Sylvia Livingston – I really
appreciate her kindness.

Carolyn Macon

Lola Washington – I love you and I
see the Christ in you.


  


 

 



 

 


THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2015

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
Swearing in ceremony
From NAACP, page 1

with only one signature, a
violation of NAACP policy.
After the Rev. Dr. Vikki
Gaskin-Butler read passages from Scripture, Second Vice President Corey
Givens, Jr. spoke about the
case of local woman Constance Bailey, who believes
she has been discriminated
against by the owners of
her townhome. A graduate
of the University of South
Florida, Bailey became an
educator in the Pinellas
County school system and
served five years in the
U.S. Army. Yet her education, work history and service to her country have
not stopped her from being
harassed, Givens, Jr. explained. She has found
notes on her car saying she
is parked too far back of the
curb, notes criticizing her
for playing music too
loudly, and even dead fish
deposited in front of her
house. She has also received a notice that her
lease will not be renewed.
Feeling unfairly persecuted, she appealed to the
local branch of the NAACP
for help.

“It is Ms. Bailey’s belief
that she is being discriminated against because she
is a black female, elderly
and most importantly, a disabled veteran,” Givens, Jr.
said. “The NAACP is actively involved in facilitating
her personal justice.”
This ceremony is an opportunity for the executive
committee and the members at large to introduce
themselves to the community, Givens, Jr. added. But
more importantly, he said,
this ceremony serves as a
reminder to our community that Bailey’s story,
along with many other stories, are plagues within our
community.
“We must ensure that
injustice is not tolerated,
therefore the St. Petersburg Branch 5130 is revived,
reunited
and
recommitted to the cause!”
Givens, Jr. exclaimed.
Mistress of ceremonies
Sheila Scott Griffin then led
everyone in a pledge,
which included words from
the organization’s mission
statement: “I am committed
to ensuring a society which

all individuals have equal
rights without discrimination on any basis.”
After all officials in the
executive committee took
the oath of office, the Rev.
Kenneth Irby delivered a
rousing unity message, in
which he urged everyone
to work together. He paraphrased the immortal
words of Frederick Douglass, stating that if there is
no struggle, there is no
progress.
Harry Harvey appealed
to everyone on hand to become members, stating
that when locals become
members here they’re not
only helping St. Petersburg
but Ferguson, Mo. and “all
the places that need assistance.” He added that areas
in the country still exist
that is in the same predicament as in the early 1960s,

before the Civil Rights
Movement.
“It’s still there,” Harvey
averred.
During her closing remarks, President Maria L.
Scruggs honored her high
school principal Lee Benjamin,
who
provided
Scruggs with tutelage and
guidance.
“What was important
was having somebody who
could not only build the
support of black students,
but build the support of all
students,” Scruggs attested. She added: “He was
always pushing me...pushing all of us to be better
than what we were and
that’s the fight and the journey that we’re trying to
continue in this NAACP.”
Scruggs noted that
though the officials of the
St. Pete branch 5130 of the

NAACP had only been
elected less than 90 days
ago, they had already held
successful executive meetings, have drafted and approved a 120-day work plan
and have hosted a successful candidate forum, among
other things.
“We’re revived, we’re
reunited, and most of all we
are recommitted to the mission of the NAACP!”
Scruggs said.
St. Petersburg Of ficers
Maria L. Scruggs, President, Rev. Dr. Robert Harrison, First Vice President,
Corey Givens, Jr., Second
Vice President, Lydia
Brown, Secretary, Tammara T. Anderson, Assistant Secretary, William
Puller, Treasurer, Frank
Wells, Assistant Treasurer
Executive Committee

At-Large
Brian Battaglia, Redwood Braxton, Gordon
Chernecky, Chico Cromartie, Joseph Cummings,
Jabaar Edmond, Shelia
Scott
Griffin,
April
Hornsleth, Poul Hornsleth,
Cassandra Jackson, Natalie
Jackson-Fuller, Ted Lockhart, Richard Love, John
Mavros, Darryl Rouson,
Samantha
Richardson,
Nick Wright
NAACP Committee
Chairs
Denise Ford, Education, William Puller, Finance, Paul Hendricks,
Housing, Harry Harvey,
Membership, Erika LopezZwolski, Political Action,
Larnell Tony King, Media
Relations, Beatrice Morris,
Women in NAACP, Lewis
Stephens, Jr., Youth Works
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating 18 years on “The Ship”
From WHITE, page 1

that she is so grateful to him.
Church mother Mary
Moore thanked Evans and
the first family for 18 years of
love, dedication, commitment and patience.
“Do y’all know you have
a good pastor,” asked Sheila
Perry, who organized the
celebration. “We keep saying

things like, ‘We love our pastor.’ But love is always an action word, so this is why we
had this white celebration
because we put love into action.”
Perry explained that the
committee decided to do
something out-of-the box
this year and not a traditional

program. Since it’s called
The Ship, they decided to
have a nautical theme. Instead of having an emcee
they had a navigator, which
was James L. Gillians who
led
the
congregation
through uncharted territory.
Before the man of the
hour took to the micro-

phone, his proud, big
brother from Ohio had a few
words to say about his little
brother, whom he helped
raise.
“I believe you have a
great pastor as well. I know
I’m prejudiced but I can’t
help it, and I’m not going to
apologize,” William made

sure to add that he loves
being spoiled by the congregation every time he’s in
town.
Now when Pastor Evans
took to the microphone, the
room went wild. In a humble
spirit, he thanked God and
his congregation for such a
memorable evening.

“They call it Friday the
13th and most people are
scared of this day, but we are
deliciously pleased to be in
the house of the Lord
tonight,” said Evans. He
praised his congregation for
pulling off the celebration
and recognized each person
for their part.

YARD SALE
Saturday November 21 &
Sunday November 22
9 am to 4 pm
Betty Dyles Realty
2120 MLK Street S.
St. Petersburg
Office Furniture
Childrens Bikes
and Trikes
Assorted Collectables from the Sojourner
Truth Center Miscellaneous Items

“Feeling the Bern” with Bernie Sanders
Literature and Yard signs available.





“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay










 
 










 



Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

   



1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




Call TODAY for an appointment



  


Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
58 years and counting
From CELEBRATE, page 1

influence
of
Bishop
Leonard. She met him over
50 years ago when attending church behind 16th St.
School, now known as John
Hopkins Middle. “He had a
unique way of reaching out
to everyone.” He would
even pick up his Sunday
school pupils and bring
them to church himself.
Not just content to
touch the lives of the locals,
Leonard jumped at every
opportunity to help those
struggling to survive in
other countries. The presiding Bishop of Christ
Kingdom International Fellowship and the International Bishop of the Christ
Gospel Churches of Jamaica and Haiti, Leonard
has made his mark in distinguishing himself as a
legend.
The evening continued

with Betty Keys singing,
“There’s Not a Friend Like
the Lowly Jesus,” her rustic
tones filled the church and
raised the energy level a
few notches.
“When my two girls
passed, the Bishop was
there. When my husband
of 60 years passed and went
on to be with the Lord, the
little church where everyone is welcomed, the
Bishop was there,” said
Keys.
She remembers her six
children scrunching in, taking up a whole seat at
church. She felt welcomed
and heartened by the love
and goodness shown to her
children.
Davion Green, a student
at University Preparatory
Academy, was the Elementary School essay winner.
At just nine-years-old he al-

ready has grasped that his
attitude, good or bad, will
eventually affect his altitude in life. “If you have an
attitude, then your altitude
is low,” he said. He learned
this from Bishop Leonard.
And Middle School essay
winner Ja’Shanna Lyons, a
sixth grader at Thurgood
Marshall
Fundamental
Middle School spoke on
Bishop Leonard’s leadership and prayer tips. But
the house was rocked with
high school essay winner
Ky’Andre Moore. A 10th
grader at Lakewood High,
Moore connected with
Leonard’s auspicious vibe,
making it easy for him to
connect with Christ. He
pointed out the bishop’s
sense of humor and unwillingness to be anything but
humble in his accomplishments. Some of which are

quite impressive.
“Bishop Leonard is one
of the best men I’ve ever
met,” said Moore who
hopes to emulate him some
day. “I hope to become half
the man he is.”
Twice he’s dined at the
White House. “It didn’t
make me any better,” said
Leonard who regardless of
his accomplishments will always view himself as a regular guy. “All of those things
don’t make you any bigger,
Jesus is the best thing.”
Dr. Mark Thompson, an
old friend who now resides
in Detroit, came down to
take part in the celebration
and speak. “You are the
most miserable person if
you can’t rejoice with other
men,” remarked Thompson who forged a bond with
Leonard decades ago.
He spoke of leaving jeal-

ousy at the door, having no
place in the Kingdom of
God, and of making your
home a spiritual place.
“Sometimes when you
go home your family is
your worst critic,” he said.
True power over one’s life
begins at home. He encouraged everyone to find
strength in their family, live
what they preach, denounce derogatory speech
concerning other and to
work on strengthening
God’s bond in your home
with believers and nonbelievers alike. “If you really
want to see how strong
your gospel is check out
your home.”
As the evening wound
down, table members
played a game about
Bishop Leonard’s life.
Leonard spoke for a few
minutes about one of the

question topics concerning his grandfather who
lived 33 years as a slave.
Living to be 121 years old,
Leonard fondly recalled his
grandfather’s words of wisdom when it came to retirement.
“Never stop learning
and never tell your mind
you’re going to retire,” said
Leonard, “because once
you get thinking about retiring than your head stops
working.”
And
even
though
Bishop Leonard has a cadre
of ministers at the church
that do most of the preaching these days, he remains
active and involved in the
betterment of the community and its residents.
“As long as I can move,
I’m going to move for God,”
he said. A promise a community can rely on.

CONNECT WITH US!

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Vogue-Esquire Fashion
Show adorns Palladium
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Vogue-Esquire Fashion Show adorned the historic stage of the Palladium
in downtown St. Petersburg
last Sun., Nov. 15. As fashion lovers looked in awe,
the Models of Chicago eloquently showcased glitzy
evening wear, eye-popping
bathing suits and wedding
day bliss.
The show started with
fashions fit for mid to late

fall, shades of brown, tan,
blue, grey, maroon, gold
and silver. As the show
progressed, occasion fashions were highlighted from
a casual night out on the
town duds to formal
evening attire.
The order of the fashions seemed to tell a story
about life itself as we move
from the distant unknown
to the intimate and ultimately to the maturity of
love and preparing to raise
a family.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Change Gonna Come’ exhibit
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Gallerie 909 featured the
“Change Gonna Come” exhibit of mixed media artwork by ZuluPainter Sat.,
Nov. 14 as a part of its weekend Gallery Walk Series.
On a cool evening on
the Deuces, ZuluPainter,
aka Carlos Culbertson,
greeted patrons as they entered the gallery to experience his bluesy array of
visual talent from canvas
murals of James Brown and
Billie Holiday to mixed
media sculptures with
names like “Faith” and
“Sacrifice.”
“I figure I’ve been a visual artist since elementary
school,” said Culbertson, a
native of West Virginia who
has lived in the Bay area for
the past 12 years.
Culbertson reminisced
about getting a piece of
candy and a gold star for
winning a folder art contest
in primary school where
his love for visual art began.
“That’s the first time I
remember actually creating
art on purpose.”
Culbertson also attributed his love of creating art

to “great teachers, mentors
and tutors who encouraged” him to create and
learn as much as he could.
“That just gave my imagination an explosion,” said Culbertson. And the explosion
of creativity is definitely evident in Culbertson’s rendering of James Brown.
“When you’re an artist,
you try to go all out and do
as much as you can with the
time given and really dig in
deep,” said Culbertson.
Culbertson really dug in
deep with the mural featuring Billy Holiday. The
hauntingly beautiful canvas
is life-sized to symbolize the
enormous blues musical
genius of Lady Day. The
black and white portrait of
her face not only mimics
the media of her time but
also reveals the toil and
pain that Holiday encountered as an African-American woman who was
restricted to singing in only
“colored” clubs.
Even more graphically
mesmerizing is his close to
life-sized canvas of Serena
Williams completing one of
her powerful swings for
glory as a reigning tennis
champion. In the lower part
of Williams’ adult figure,

Culbertson
painted
Williams as a child tennis
prodigy under her father’s
tutelage looking and aiming
high. A beautiful blue sky
with puffy white clouds
rises to fill in the grown
physique of Williams to her
upper torso.
The soundtrack for Culbertson’s exhibit vibrated
through the gallery walls
from the courtyard outside
where a local live band
played soul music from the
1960s and early 1970s. Patrons leisurely strolled into
the exhibit from the new
BBQ restaurant and Chief’s
Creole Café. Seeing patrons
flow from one venue to another is reminiscent of
strolling down Bourbon
Street in New Orleans.
Culbertson, a family
man and father of a oneyear-old boy and three-yearold girl, acknowledged how
his zest and love for the arts
at a young age blossomed
into a life-long career because the encouragement
of family, teachers, and
friends strengthened his
motivation.
“Change will come if
you commit yourself to
keep on doing more,” he
finished.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
Our Annual Thanksgiving
Basket Giveaway will be held on
Sun., Nov. 22 from noon – 2 pm
at the Youth Chapel Parking lot.
To register call the office at 727894-4311.
We will have our Annual
Thanksgiving Service on Tues.,
Nov. 24 at 7 pm. Join us for an
evening of praise, worship, and
giving thanks. There will be no
Bible Study on Wed., Nov. 25.
The Men’s Ministry invites
the men of Mt. Zion to join them
every 3rd Thursday at 7 pm in
the Youth Chapel and learn how
to develop a strong relationship
with the Lord.
Mt. Zion College Prep 101
will host a Scholarship Q&A Session for 6th thru 12th grade stu-

dents and their parents! Representatives from: Take Stock in
Children Scholarship and Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship will
present pertinent information regarding both scholarship offers!
Join us on Tues., Nov. 17, at 6:30
pm on the 3rd floor.
Join us for the TSM Wheel
Chair Races Fun Day Event on
Sat., Nov. 21 at Ft. Desoto Park
East Beach. Registration starts at
7:30 am Races start at 8:30 am.
This event is Free. Bring the entire family. Volunteers are still
needed. If you would like to help,
contact Ms. CeCe at newbegin12@tampabay.rr.com. Let her
know what time you will be available.
On Nov. 29 is Make Their
Way To The Zone. So, wear your
favorite team jersey! After the
benediction of the 7:45 am and 10
Service, we ask that you take
your time to meet and greet the
FTTM Zone Captains and FTTM
Volunteers.
Also On Nov. 29 we will ac-

knowledge Scholarship Sunday.
So you can wear your favorite
College Jersey and Greeks can
represent their organizations too.
Stay Connected by keeping
us updated. If your address or
other information has changed
just check the change of address
box on your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All personal info is kept confidential and
is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit our
website and let’s get connected
today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on
any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 am for Sunday School and at 10:15 am
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/ Children
Rising are held on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series

Continues With Victory In
Spiritual Warfare. “The
Shield of Faith” The Laymen
invite you to join them every
Mon. at 6 pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship MBC
Looking for a place that sinners are welcomed? The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a
cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am
or the 10:45 am worship service,
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform,
and Bereaved Families. “Wednesday in the Word” noon day until 1
pm (the best one hour of your day)
and at 7 p.m. - the community is
welcomed to join us - you don’t
want to miss Wednesday in the
Word where we are studying from
1st John, Chapt. 6. Mr. Harrison
Nash - healing prayer is an action.
18/38 Pastor and First Family
Appreciation Celebration
Special thank you from this
year's committee to everyone who
had a part in making this a great
celebration of love.
Especially, to Rush Hour
restaurant who catered the celebration in white event, also Rev.

Alvin Miller (life saver), Lyn from
The Weekly Challenger, Bro. James
L. Gillians, Sis. Lisa Crum, our
very own SS Ship House BandBro. Eland Wilson and Dea.
Ernest Peterson, Bro. Dwayne
Matt The Professor (DJ) and Sis.
Bessie Davenport with a little help
from Sis. Gale Jenkins, Y-GodMalik Wright, host and YLCChostess - Sis. Raven Wiggins
(Gibbs hs student government
president and served on the
homecoming court – the hospitality committee, Sis. Myra Rogers
and Deborah Frazier who gave
leadership to the youth.
The Friendship Culinary Ministry, Sis. Wyvonnia McGee,
leader – the Cookingness Ministry
in St. Petersburg.
Thurs., Nov. 26 - HAPPY
THANKSGIVING DAY – Remember someone less fortunate
than yourself.
Nov. 29 - Fifth Sunday service
schedule:
8:45 AM – Worship Service.
Church school to follow the worship service.

St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov. 19 - WIA Thank You

Fellowship at 7 p.m.
Nov 23 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving Bags
Nov 26 - Thanksgiving DayChurch Office Closed
Nov 29 - Mission Emphasis
during the Morning Worship
Service: Christmas with the
Community Operation Love; Visitation with the Sick and Shut-in
after Morning Worship
Nov 30 - Church Outing:
Rock of Jesus M. B. Church, 7
p.m.
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

Thought for the Week: See
the good in everyone. Be blind to
the faults of others. Things do not
change, you change your way of
looking at them.
Don't let “The Ship” sail without you! For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 and
leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project
which is underway.

each Sun. 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
come out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tues. at
6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sun. 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tues. 7
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wed. 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wed. 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wed. of
each month 7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM blessed - Part 4
“Now the Lord is that
Spirit: and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty (2
Corinthians 3:17).”
In addition to being too
blessed to be stressed out and
being too blessed to stay depressed, we are too blessed to
be oppressed. Any form of
bondage
is
oppression.
Racism, classism, sexism, homophobia or any form of discrimination is oppression. We
can be oppressed by particular
people, relationships, societal
laws, corporations, various institutions, etc. Powerful men
such as President John F.
Kennedy and Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. remind us of
the truth that “until all of us

are free, none of us are free.”
Jesus, our Wayshower,
knew what it was like to experience oppression. “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth
(Isaiah 537).” He was oppressed due to his family background, occupation and his
religious beliefs. The ministry
of Jesus, the Christ, was about
setting people free. “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised (Luke 4:18).”

Jesus freed many women who
were oppressed due to sexism
as well as men who were oppressed due to various physical and mental challenges.
“He whom the Son sets
free is free indeed (John
8:36).” People today are still
being blessed by the life and
ministry of Jesus, the Christ.
Through his life and example,
Jesus continues to free people
to be their truest selves. When
we accept ourselves for who
we truly are, we are free from
oppression as well as the
shame, guilt, condemnation,
lies and deceit comes along
with it. “And you will know the
truth and the truth will make
you free (John 8:32).”
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